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Town Authorities acknowledge the fact that city of 

Haroonabad lacks adequate municipal amenities. 

There is only one public park in the city and no 

other significant municipal project for leisure. 

Efforts made in the past had either been selective 

or confined only to the road and sewerage 

construction. The provision of basic civic 

infrastructure cannot be challenged as a 

misdirected policy agenda yet a broader view of 

urban design and policy that enable citizens to 

materialize their ‘right to the city’ has not been 

taken – a vision that improves public interaction 

through city spaces i.e. its parks, playgrounds, 

community halls and other such facilities etc. 

This programme aims to fill the gaps left out by the 

local bodies in the past. It breaks ground for public 

parks, sporting venues, community halls, eateries 

and convenient stores, hawkers’ center and other 

open spaces through adaptive reuse of existing 

municipal land available in city premises. This 

transformative exercise will enable the town 

administration to generate revenue through leased 

out establishments. Currently, the local body 

receives a grant in aid from the Provincial 

Government to support its operations. Though the 

collection from these points will not substitute the 

grant entirely yet it would be a step in the 

direction of self-reliance as a true body corporate 

that utilizes public resources responsibly and plan 

for substantive growth in existing facilities. 

The framework for utilizing open spaces of 

Haroonabad for public also serves as a 

compendium of future urban development of this 

town for the upcoming city council. The educative 

element embedded in the plan is the bigger 

outlook of urban policy that goes beyond 

traditional lines of planning and development at 

local level. 

The most important features involved are; (i) no 

new funds have been allocated for these projects 

except the City Stadium which is being constructed 

by the support of a local donor (ii) community 

involvement for future consultation, monitoring, 

support and sustainability has been ensured 

through committees that involves heads of all the 

elected bodies in the city i.e. Bar Association, 

Haroon Club, Traders Association, Media and 

others. On the one hand, there is a politically 

elected council of the city that initiates the 

programmes and on the other a functionally 

representative body to watch over and assist the 

former as and when required.   

In the previous plan, seven open spaces were 

identified; two parks along with a line of eateries, a 

small rose and jasmine garden called ‘Bagheecha’ 

with an amphitheatre, a vendors’ market, sports 

complex and a Central Park for the city. The 

revised programme brings six projects. It keeps 

Haroonabad Park 1 & Food Street, Sports Arena 

and Central Park. Three new spaces have been 

added; Fatima Jinnah Park 2, Haroonabad Park 2 

(with a changed location) and the most important 

City Stadium - which is being built with the help of 

a philanthropist group Eastern Products Limited  

(Vital Tea).  
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1. Haroonabad Park – 1 & Food Street:  

A redundant water storage facility (of 10190 

m2 area) was available on College Road, Haroonabad. 

Before installation of the new water works on Haakra 

Canal in 2001, this saucer shaped place was utilized by 

the municipality as a water catchment area for further 

transmission to the supply lines after treatment. 

Currently, it is being used as a cricket field by children 

(See photographs) and as a dumping site for garbage by 

the neighbouring households. Now, this parcel is being 

developed as a park with four grassy lawns and a 

jogging track with tree lines and flower beds. The park 

has road access from two sides – north and south - and 

is surrounded by housing blocks, girls’ college and two 

middle schools. Adjacent to this is the proposed site of a 

food park. 

The food area is just on the right side of the 

park. It is a straight row of 25 shops (20’x12’ area each) 

with a veranda in front. A parking lot (17’x60’ area) has 

been provided for the convenience of the visitors. 

Normal official procedure of competitive bidding would 

be followed to lease out these establishments to the 

private interested parties on the terms and conditions 

prescribed. This will not only bring life to a new city 

space but will also generate revenues for the town 

administration.  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Sports Arena 

In view of the passion for various 

sports among the youth of Haroonabad and 

their performance in the regional 

tournaments, it is necessary to increase 

sporting facilities for them. Another old 

site for water conservation has been 

identified for this purpose. It had three 

separate compartments (two of them with 

146’x156’ area and the third one 142’x50’). 

After adjustments, an athletic track would 

be developed in two bigger compartments. 

The area in the middle would be used for 

volleyball and handball courts. The third 

compound would house badminton courts, 

a game which is very popular here. This 

will cater to the children of Housing 

Scheme area and especially of the nearby 

informal settlement of Hindu minority. 

The administration of the sports 

arena would be carried out through a 

committee comprising youngsters and the 

veterans. The registered clubs/members 

would bear future costs through their own 

funds. The town authorities would only 

review the progress quarterly once the 

arena is handed over to the committee.  

*The photos show existing condition of the site and the 

proposed lay out plan.    

 

 

 

 



3. Fatima Jinnah Park 2 



4. Haroonabad Park 2  

 

In the previous plan, the site of a capped project 

(Gymnasium) was selected to establish this park. 

That would have clubbed two parks and the food 

street together to attract people to these 

integrated amenities. Later, the concerned 

department contacted Town Administration and 

informed that the unfunded project was resumed. In 

the light of this new development, the decision was 

revised to relocate Park-2 to a new site, Housing 

Colony. Here, we had a clear land parcel (of 225’X 

170’area) to develop into a public park. 

At the time, this is a random place of multiple 

usage e.g. games, wedding and other community 

gatherings. 

The community usage trends will be formalized. This 

park will have jogging track, two decks for marriage 

ceremonies and a small service area on the side 

keeping in view the local culture of such 

gatherings. 

The park will be available to public for marriage 

and other ceremonies on appropriate charges. This 

will support this facility in the future.             
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5. The city stadium 
One of the largest public spaces in the city center, the play ground of High School was the most important consideration 

since the first plan was launched. But resource constraint was the biggest hurdle to improve this 12 acre ground that hosts 

all kind of games from Cricket to Kabbadi (as the photographs illustrate it). The Administration is highly grateful for the 

invaluable contribution from the Vital Group for developing this field for the future generations of the town.  

Currently, three acre land is covered by the school (Government Boys High School, Haroonabad) and the rest is an informal 

play ground with dilapidated boundary wall. It has been agreed by the Town Administration, School Council, District 

Government and the donor that the boundary wall (1546 Rft) would be constructed by the District Government with the 

grant of PKR 2.5 million. The donor will construct the stadium with the estimated cost of PKR 10.35 million. Administrative 

support would be provided by the Town authorities. This lush green ground with a jogging track will have Football, Hockey, 

Cricket, Basket Ball, and Volley Ball fields and a parking area.  It is expected that it would become a central point of health 

and sporting activities for the town.    



 

6. The Central Park: 

This would be another mega project for this town. Centrally located, this city space would not only 

reuse the precious land of Pakistan Railways but its abandoned station halls and lounges also. The 

land is currently being used by the informal settlers. Another significant feature of the Central Park 

is the tram for children that would run on the railway track not in use for the last ten years. The 

future design may include an art gallery in the waiting lounge of the station etc. 

Initial discussions with the Railways authorities have been successful who have shown their interest 

in shifting the control of this large tract over to the TMA, Haroonabad. 

 



 

 

 

 

The revised plan aims to improve 17 acres of 

municipal land in the city – from the smallest Fatima 

Jinnah Park to the City Stadium and the grand 

Central Park. The main feature in this is the critical 

financial support from a philanthropist group. This 

will become the foundation on which future 

ownership to the town amenities will be built. 

Keeping in view the resolve of TMA, Haroonabad to 

broaden its city planning horizon and implementing 

it, more hands will join in the endeavours planned by 

the authorities in the days to come. Public 

participation and support will not only be a source of 

external monitoring but also an element of 

sustainability for the projects envisaged by this 

Programme. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


